
PART ONE 

Barrow Borough Council  

27 July 2021 

The 2023 Boundary Review – Initial Proposals for new 
Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries 

 

 

Report from:   Head of Legal and Governance and Monitoring Officer 

Report Author:  Jon Huck 

Wards:    (All Wards); 

 

1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1  To note the first stage public consultation on the Boundary Commission for 

England (BCE) initial proposals on the review of Parliamentary Constituency 

Boundaries and to consider how the Council might response to the BCE. 

 

2.0  Recommendation  

Members are asked to note that the first stage consultation on the BCE’s 

initial proposals end on 2 August and that individual Councillors or 

political groups are invited to submit their comments. 

 

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 The Boundary Commission for England are consulting on its initial proposals for 

new Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries for a period of eight weeks from 8 

June until 2 August 2021. 

  

3.2 The aim of the review is to make constituencies more equal in terms of the 

number of electors each contains as, due to population changes, since the last 

review, the number of electors in some constituencies is much higher than in 

others.  The BCE is required by legislation to equalise the number of electors in 

each constituency.  In doing so, the number of constituencies in England will 

increase from 533 to 543.  Full information, including maps, can be found on the 

BCE’s website at https://www/bcereviews.org.uk/  

 

3.3 The North West region has been allocated 73 constituencies – a reduction of two 

from the current number.  The Boundary Commission proposals leave ten of the 

existing 75 constituencies unchanged.  A further three constituencies were 

unchanged, except to realign with new local government ward boundaries.  As it 

has not always been possible to allocate whole numbers of constituencies to 

individual counties, they have grouped some county council and unitary authority 

areas into sub-regions.  The number of constituencies allocated to each sub-

https://www/bcereviews.org.uk/


region is determined by the combined electorate of the local authorities they 

contain.  Consequently, it has been necessary to propose some constituencies 

that cross county or unitary authority boundaries, although they have sought to 

keep such crossings to a minimum.  It is proposed that the Sub-region allocation 

for Cumbria and Lancashire be reduced from 22 to 20. 

 

3.4 In the North West region, they are proposing four constituencies that cross 

county boundaries. They are also proposing the division of three wards in the 

Wirral, Cumbria and Greater Manchester. It has been necessary to propose a 

constituency which crosses the county boundary between Cumbria and 

Lancashire. They are therefore proposing that the existing Morecambe and 

Lunesdale constituency would extend north across the county boundary into the 

District of South Lakeland.  Although they have considered Lancashire and 

Merseyside in separate sub-regions, they are proposing a constituency which 

crosses the county boundary. A copy of the proposal is attached at Appendix 1. 

 

3.5 The initial proposals amend the existing Barrow-in-Furness Constituency 
boundary. It is proposed that the existing Barrow and Furness Constituency be 
extended eastwards, across the Leven Estuary. It is largely the same as the 
existing constituency, but would include the Cartmel and Grange wards, and no 
longer include the Broughton and Consiton ward. The electorate would increase 
by approx. 5,000.  

  

3.6 Members are asked to note the first stage consultation and that individual 

councillors and political groups are invited to submit their comments. 

   

4.0 Consultation  

 Eight-week public consultation period has commenced on 8th June 2021 ending 

on Tuesday, 2 August 2021. This will be followed by a further two rounds of 

consultation in 2022, which will additionally include a number of public hearings.  

Following the conclusion of all three consultation periods, the Commission will 

look at all the evidence received and form its final recommendations, to be 

presented to Parliament by July 2023 for approval, with the new constituencies 

taking effect at the next General Election. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 The Council may choose to provide a formal response to the consultation. 

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 None arising directly from this report which is to consider a response to a 

consultation on parliamentary boundary changes. 

 

7.0 Implications  

Financial, Resources and Procurement  

None, directly arising from this report.  

 



Legal  

7.1.3 There are no legal implications to raise. 

 

Equality and Diversity  

7.1 The report has no direct Equality and Diversity implications. 
 
Risk – none – this is to note a consultation  

   

 

Contact Officers  

jwhuck@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 

Appendices Attached to this Report – If none, please state none or delete section 

Appendix No.  Name of Appendix  

1  Barrow and Furness County Constituency 

 

Background Documents Available 

Name of 

Background 

document  

Where it is available  

North West region 

Initial proposals 

summary 

 

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-08-Initial-Proposals-North-

West-Region-Summary.pdfAdd links where possible 

  


